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and the death of the Hungarian King Vladislav ur.
the fatal field of Varna in 1444 put an end to the
aspirations of Bulgaria for more than a century.
Once again, in 1595, we hear of an abortive rising
instigated by a Ragusan agent. This man, who had
lived man\* years among the people, strongly urged
the Prince of Transylvania, at that time engaged in
war with the Turks in Rournania, to call the Bul-
garians to arms. He told the Prince that they were
discontented owing to the increased extortions of
the officials and the brutality of the troops. They
were only waiting the arrival of Christian allies to
rise as one man. The Prince was quite ready for the
enterprise, and the Ragusan stirred up disturbances
in Varna and other places. But the insurrection
failed, and we read of no further organised revolts
until the present century.

In the dearth of national leaders the patriotic
movement fell into the hands of the brigand chiefs.
These popular heroes of the Balkans appear in
Servia under the name of Haiditks, in Bulgaria under
that of Haidutin, and in Greece under that of Klefts.
Like Robin Hood in our own ballads, they are repre-
sented as the protectors of the poor and the weak,
the friends of Christians, and the ruthless scourge of
the Mohammedan oppressor. Thousands of legends
and songs are connected with their exploits ; their
ranks were recruited from all those who had insults to
avenge or nothing but their lives to lose. If a Bul-
garian once joined them his only chance of safety
was to stick loyally to his fellows, for he had put him-
self beyond the pale. The hand of every Turk was